
Welcome to English II! This year, you will choose one novel to read and annotate. When 
you have finished the novel, you will complete the Summer Reading Discussion 
Tracker. The discussion tracker will be collected and the seminar will take place within 
the first week of the semester. Both tasks will be graded for accuracy. For your 
convenience, the assignment is attached as a hard copy and also available as a Google 
Doc on the Summer Reading Google Classroom. The code to access this is: mvv4rxd. If 
you have any questions, you are encouraged to email your teacher. 

Novel Options:

Exposure: Double, double, toil and trouble. Sometimes, the 
quest for high school royalty can be deadly! In this 
emotionally-charged twist on Shakespeare’s Macbeth, a 
self-conscious shutterbug named Skye Kingston navigates a 
treacherous school year in Alaska fraught with unspoken secrets 
and tragic twists of fate. Along the way she encounters three 
strangely prophetic BFFs; one social-climbing, sociopathic 
cheerleader; and a heart-stopping hottie named Craig 
McKenzie: the man who would be Prom King. Can Skye save the 
boy she loves — and herself — before they get caught in the 
crosshairs?  

Out of the Easy: It's 1950, and as the French Quarter of New 
Orleans simmers with secrets, seventeen-year-old Josie Moraine 
is silently stirring a pot of her own. Known among locals as the 
daughter of a brothel prostitute, Josie wants more out of life than 
the Big Easy has to offer. She devises a plan get out, but a 
mysterious death in the Quarter leaves Josie tangled in an 
investigation that will challenge her allegiance to her mother, 
her conscience, and Willie Woodley, the brusque madam on 
Conti Street. Josie is caught between the dream of an elite 
college and a clandestine underworld. New Orleans lures her in 
her quest for truth, dangling temptation at every turn, and 
escalating to the ultimate test. Ruta Sepetys skillfully creates a 
rich story of secrets, lies, and the haunting reminder that 
decisions can shape our destiny.  



The Task:
After completing your summer reading, you will participate in a 
socratic seminar.  This is a one class period long discussion 
addressing several pre-assigned questions as well as the organic 
questions that come from the group while you’re having your 
conversation.  

Questions to prepare for:
1. Which character/person in your reading did you connect with the 

most?  Why?
2. Describe the climax of the reading:  how did the story drastically 

change after that point?  
3. What is the thematic statement of the reading?  How is that theme 

revealed from start to finish?
4. Describe the main character/person from the reading.  How does he 

or she evolve as the reading progressed from start to finish?
5. What does the reading suggest about human nature?  
6. What is the major conflict in the reading?  What struggles to the 

characters/people face and how do they face these struggles?
7. What decisions are made in the reading that you agree with?  Which 

decisions did you disagree with?  Why?
8. If you could rewrite this reading, what would you change?  Why?

Be sure to incorporate textual evidence into each of your answers 
and share thoughtful responses.  Also, be flexible and willing to 
respond to and ask questions of your peers - this is a discussion, 
not a circle of students reading their answers from a worksheet out 
loud.  

To-Do List:

❏ Read your 
novel and 
consider the 
questions to 
the left while 
reading. Take 
note, if you’d 
like!

❏ Return to your 
reading and 
annotate the 
best pieces of 
evidence to 
support your 
questions.

❏ Complete the 
summer 
reading 
discussion 
tracker 
attached. It is 
also posted as 
a Google Doc 
in the Summer 
Reading 
Google 
Classroom. The 
code is: 
mvv4rxd

Don’t Forget:
Participating frequently and thoughtfully is key in a socratic 
seminar.  You only have the time allotted to showcase 
everything you know about your summer reading book!


